June 1, 2026

Katie Farmer

President and Chief Executive Officer
BNSF Railway Company

P.O. Box 961052

Fort Worth, Texas 76161-0052

Dear Ms. Farmer:

We are writing this letter on behalf of Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) grain shippers and the
producers they service in the upper Midwest. The undersigned rely on BNSF to move a majority of
their agricultural production to market. Our concern is the recent decision to change the mileage used to
calculate fuel surcharges on grain shipments to the Pacific Northwest (PNW) and the Texas Gulf.

We understand that BNSF explained the decision to change the route miles used to calculate fuel
surcharges was based on using actual miles traveled rather than the former method of using the
“benchmark” shortest route. We don’t disagree with the logic in making the change, but if the method
uses the actual route taken, shouldn’t you also logically change the destination to reflect the actual
mileage of the shipment?

For the PNW, the majority of the shipments go to destinations in the Portland area. We feel using
Portland as the destination point more accurately reflects the actual mileage of grain shipments to the
PNW. Similarly, the Texas gulf change does not accurately reflect the number of shipments that
terminate in Corpus Christi. In both cases, the change ads between 200-250 miles to each shipment and
shippers are charged for route miles that BNSF does not travel.

These changes are currently costing around 2¢/bu. and while that may not sound like much, it comes at a
time when producers can ill afford any extra costs. High input costs and weaker market demand across
the board has created financial stress on producers who are struggling through some of the most difficult
financial times since the 1980’s farm crisis. This change just adds to the problem.

The undersigned understand the importance of a financially healthy rail industry but we also expect a
cost-based approach to rail fuel surcharges that are not designed as revenue generators. We ask on
behalf of BNSF grain shippers and the producers they service that you reconsider BNSF’s decision to
change the route miles for fuel surcharges or at least use destinations that accurately reflect the actual
mileage travelled.

We would appreciate your attention on this matter and are willing to engage in a dialogue with BNSF to

discuss a reasonable solution and implementation timeline that would be acceptable to all parties
involved.

Sincerely,

Association of North Dakota Agribusiness
Minnesota Grain & Feed Association



Northarvest Bean Growers Association
North Dakota Corn Growers Association
North Dakota Farm Bureau

North Dakota Farmers Union

North Dakota Grain Growers Association
North Dakota Soybean Growers Association
North Dakota Wheat Commission

South Dakota Agribusiness Association

cc:

Senator John Hoeven

Senator Kevin Cramer

Congresswoman Julie Fedorchak

Governor Kelly Armstrong

North Dakota Agriculture Commissioner Doug Goehring
North Dakota Public Service Commission



