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The continued failure to enact a comprehensive, long-term Farm Bill, relying instead on 4 
repeated short-term extensions have created continued uncertainty for farmers, ranchers, 5 
and rural communities. Several programs have lapsed or face funding interruptions 6 
because they lack a permanent budget baseline beyond FY2023. While Congress acted in 7 
2025 through H.R. 1 to strengthen portions of the farm safety net, including higher 8 
reference prices, additional ARC and PLC flexibility, and improved crop insurance, these 9 
vital but piecemeal adjustments did not constitute a full Farm Bill and failed to address the 10 
systemic weakness in the farm economy. 11 

Many critical programs remain unfunded or expired, including agricultural research 12 
programs, beginning farmer development, local and regional food systems, organic 13 
certification cost-share, rural development, energy programs, and specialty crop support. 14 
These unfunded programs, while representing a relatively small budget allocation, provide 15 
important benefits to family farmers, rural communities, and emerging agricultural sectors. 16 

The lack of a comprehensive, long-term Farm Bill undermines producer confidence, 17 
disrupts multi-year conservation planning, limits access to credit for beginning farmers, 18 
and forces agricultural producers to make critical business decisions without knowing 19 
what support programs will be available beyond the current crop year. 20 

We urge Congress to enact a complete, long-term Farm Bill that provides certainty and 21 
stability for family farmers and ranchers: 22 

• To ensure support is directed to family farmers and ranchers, not large corporate 23 
operations 24 

• Establishing permanent disaster assistance programs that are need based 25 
• Strengthening risk management options for livestock and forage producers  26 
• Reauthorizing the farm credit title to ensure access to capital for beginning farmers 27 
• Implementing and funding agricultural research programs  28 
• Supporting voluntary, farmer-driven conservation programs with adequate funding 29 
• Funding for beginning farmers, sustainable agriculture, local food programs, rural 30 

development, and specialty crops 31 
• We oppose attempt to weaken existing payment limitations or means testing.  32 
• Recouples the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) with the Farm 33 

Bill, as these essential programs directly support rural and local economies 34 


