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Access to  local, high-quality health care is essential to the economic stability of family 4 
farmers, ranchers, and rural communities. A=ordable and comprehensive health insurance 5 
provides that access. Because many farmers and ranchers are self-employed, they rely on 6 
the A=ordable Care Act (ACA) marketplace for coverage. The scheduled expiration of 7 
enhanced ACA premium tax credits at the end of 2025 threatens to significantly increase 8 
health insurance costs for North Dakota farm and ranch families. 9 

The enhanced ACA premium tax credits have improved a=ordability and limited the share 10 
of income households must spend on health insurance premiums. Their expiration would 11 
likely reduce enrollment, increase the number of uninsured rural residents, and further 12 
destabilize an already strained insurance market. For many farm and ranch families 13 
operating as small businesses, these credits have made the di=erence between having 14 
coverage and going uninsured. While premium tax credits help o=set costs of insurance, 15 
they do not address the underlying drivers of increasing health care prices. Lack of 16 
transparency, increasing costs and utilization of prescription drugs, financial stress of rural 17 
health providers, and growing consolidation among insurers and providers continue to 18 
push health care costs higher and limit choices for rural patients.  19 

North Dakota Farmers Union calls on Congress to extend the enhanced ACA premium 20 
tax credits before the end of 2025 to prevent sharp premium increases and maintain 21 
access to a=ordable, comprehensive health insurance coverage for family farmers, 22 
ranchers, and rural residents. 23 

Furthermore, we support legislation that improves cost transparency, tackles prescription 24 
drug costs, support rural providers, and addresses consolidation within the health care 25 
system. to stabilize the health insurance marketplace and bring down costs so that 26 
farmers, ranchers and rural communities have access to a=ordable and comprehensive 27 
health care.  28 

The health and economic security of the North Dakota agriculture community depend on 29 
timely action to preserve a=ordable health insurance options and address the systemic 30 
factors driving unsustainable cost increases.  31 


