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Chairman Delzer, members of the House Appropriations Committee: 
 
My name is Kayla Pulvermacher and I represent the members of North Dakota Farmers Union.  
I’m here to support SB 2012; specifically, the behavioral health portion of the budget. 
 
North Dakota’s family farmers and ranchers are not immune to today’s behavioral health crisis.  In 
fact, ag producers are facing one of the most significant downturned markets in recent memory. 
And because family farming is not only a business to these folks, it becomes intrinsically tied to 
their identity.  “Failing,” as some family farmers would categorize it, is simply not an option.  This 
has led to depression and even suicide, in many cases right here in the state. 
 
Coming up with a one-size-fits-all type of solution is not possible with family farmers.  Many are 
extremely private, and sharing their mental health needs is intensely personal.  As the state’s 
largest farm organization, NDFU has spent countless hours working with North Dakota State 
University on ways to implement various programs; from conferences to investing dollars into the 
211 Hotline.  At this time, the organization is working on peer training to be implemented this 
summer.  We continue to hear from people all over the state regarding suicides as a result of 
family farm financial woes.  It is an issue and we don’t see an end in sight. 
 
The Department of Human Services work on behavioral health is to be applauded. We continue to 
see a rising need for peer to peer programs and programs in general for rural areas. NDFU will 
continue to work diligently on this issue, and recognizes the Department’s efforts to increase 
awareness, treatment and education on such an important topic. 
 
I can take any questions you may have. 
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