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Chairman and members of the Committee: 
 
My name is Kayla Pulvermacher and I represent the members of North Dakota Farmers Union (NDFU).  
Our members are opposed of SB 2345 in its current form. 
 
No one doubts the intentions of the sponsors of the bill.  The entire agricultural community, along with 
our political subdivisions, would like to see a vibrant livestock industry created in a responsible manner.  
That’s why after the 1999 Legislative Session, stakeholders sat down and created the Model Zoning 
Ordinance that we have now in North Dakota.  Our members would like to see the spirit of that model 
zoning stay in place. 
 
While supporters of SB 2345 creates certainty, we believe that it actually creates uncertainty on the 
following points: 
 

• The use of the word “petition” throughout the bill.  This seems to be adding a new process.  The 
concern is there is no definition for “petition” in the bill, and there’s no clear definition of what 
constitutes a “petition” in order to start the 60-day clock. Clearly defining the use and process for 
the “petition” would be supported. 
 

• The 60-day window seems unworkable.  From our research, the Department of Health has taken 
about 100 to 110 days to complete its work.  For a township who meets just a few times a year 
and has no staff and little money, they would need to go through the plan to see if it meets 
requirements on its own.  Lengthening this timeframe, or amending this language so that when an 
application goes to the Department that the local subdivisions must also be notified would bring 
communication into the process. 
 

• According to the bill, after an operation has been approved they have 5 years to complete and in 
those 5 years, the political subdivision may not change any regulations.  As we all know, a lot can 
change in 5 years.  We would support this timeframe being shortened. 

 
NDFU agrees that once zoning has been set, those rules should not change.  That said, the rules should 
create an even playing field and open communication.  There are communities in North Dakota that would 
like to have these operations, and we can work with those areas to make that happen.  That is part of the 
work that NDFU, along with many other agricultural stakeholders, are working to do with the ND Livestock 
Alliance.  
 
I can attempt to answer any questions. 
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