
2019 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
Crossover Report 
The 2019 Legislative session has officially reached crossover, the point in the session when bills 
that have passed their chamber of origin move on to be heard by the next chamber. That 
chamber will then again hold hearings, can make amendments, and put it to the floor for a vote.  
Any bills that have been changed in the second chamber must go to conference committee. 
 
Below is a sample of the more than 250 bills that NDFU has been monitoring. It does not 
represent the full scope of NDFU’s work at the capitol. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Kayla Pulvermacher at kpulvermacher@ndfu.org or 
Mary Jensen at mjensen@ndfu.org. 
 
NDFU Legislative Priorities 
During the 2019 Legislative Session, NDFU’s priorities include: 

• Enhancing farm and ranch income; 
• Improving North Dakota’s infrastructure; 
• Protecting family farmers and rancher’s landowner rights; and 
• Advocating for increased attention to mental health needs in the state’s rural areas. 

 
Ag-Specific Bills 
HB 1019 houses the budget for Adult Farm Management. The governor’s proposed budget 
recommended cutting the program funding by $350,000. The appropriations committee funded 
the base level of $579k and “enhanced” it by $1,214,420 for a total of about $1.8 million. But, 
the $350,000 cut is still in. Funding for the 2017-19 biennium was $2,144,249, resulting in a 16 
percent cut for the program. Passed. 
 
HB 1020 houses the NDSU Research and Extension budget. So far, $2 million more was 
appropriated for research and Extension, and UGPTI was appropriated more dollars for a North 
Dakota roads study, and a roads and bridge asset management system. Passed. 
 
HB 1166 allows and recognizes freeze brands for livestock. A majority of states already allow and 
recognize freeze branding for livestock, so this brings North Dakota in line with other states. 
Passed. 
 
HB 1291 replaces the recurring multi-year trailer registration fee due every six years by replacing 
it with a one-time fee of $120 for a permanent trailer registration fee with an option for a 
prorated registration credit. Passed. 
 
HB 1220 shortens the amount of time an ag supplier has to declare their debts before other 
debtors may claim theirs. Ultimately, it was turned into a study. Passed. 
 
HB 1388, also known as the “second cousins” bill, adds the words “second cousin” to the list 
of kin that can legally form a corporation or a limited liability corporation in the 
state for farming and ranching. Passed. 



 
HB 1400 adds a definition of "meat" and amends the definition of “meat food product" in NDCC 
4.1-31. The bill provides for a prohibition against advertising, offering for sale, selling, or 
misrepresenting cell-cultured protein as a meat food product. This would prevent cell-cultured 
protein products from being packaged in the same or deceptively similar packaging as meat food 
products and would require the products to be labeled as cell-cultured protein. Passed. 
 
HB 1467 transfers the statutory authority over grain, grain buyers, warehousing, deposits, and 
warehousemen from the Public Service Commission to the agriculture commissioner. Passed. 
 
HB 1476 allows individuals who sell or rent agricultural assets (land, livestock, facilities, buildings, 
and machinery) to beginning farmers to claim a tax credit. The amount of the tax credit is based 
on the type of sale or rental agreement with the beginning farmer. The bill also provides for a tax 
credit to individuals participating as beginning farmers in a financial management program. 
Failed. 
 
HB 1527 prohibits the Milk Marketing Board from establishing a maximum or minimum retail 
price a retailer may charge a consumer for milk or milk products. This bill also provides the 
Agriculture Commissioner with oversight of the milk marketing board. Failed. 
 
SB 2009 is the Ag Commissioner’s budget; the House included removing APUC from the 
Commerce Department and giving it to the Ag Department. Passed. 

SB 2152 adds a state license fee for a mobile private anhydrous ammonia storage facility or 
mobile storage container and retail anhydrous ammonia facility or a mobile storage container. 
Passed. 

 SB 2197 changes the terms for beginning farmer loans from 5 years to 10 years. Passed. 

SB 2329 moves the International Business and Trade Office from the Department of Commerce 
to the Agriculture Department. Failed. 

SB 2346 revises indemnity fund assessments to a lower rate and applies to all transactions, 
under certain conditions; requires financial statements of license applicants and authorizes the 
commission to require other financial documents when needed and provides disclosure 
protection for those filings. The current fund assessment is suspended. Under the bill, when 
assessment is reinstated, it will be for all sales, at a lower rate. The credit sale contract indemnity 
fund will be renamed, and all assessments will be deposited into this same special fund. This will 
result in revenue to the fund once it is reinstated.  

The revised proposed new assessment is 1/20th of 1 percent of the value of all grain sold. A 
three-year average of all jurisdictional grain sold in North Dakota in 2015 through 2017 was $6.2 
billion. 1/20th of 1 percent of $6.2 billion is $3.1 million. Biennial collections, to be deposited 
into the indemnity fund, are therefore estimated at $6.2 million. This estimate is dependent on 
grain values and sales being comparable to the three-year average. The fiscal note shows the 



same estimate for each biennium, although this, too, depends on grain values and trade volume. 
Passed. 

Finance & Tax 
HB 1449 and SB 2336 increases the amount of revenue in the State Aid Distribution Fund and 
increases the oil extraction tax rate to the original 6.5 percent. Failed. 

SB 2278 deals with eligibility requirements and provides for the confidentiality of documents 
associated with the homestead credit and the farm residence property tax exemption. The bill 
requires farmers claiming the farm residence property tax exemption to provide an eligibility 
form to the tax assessor. A sampling of these forms is required to be reviewed by the tax 
commissioner. Passed. 

SB 2288 increases the motor vehicle fuels and special fuels tax by 4 cents. Failed. 

SB 2360 changes the definition of farm income for purposes of the farm residence property tax 
exemption. It also removes the existing limitation on non-farm income. The bill also changes the 
definition of farm income to "gross" in place of "net.” The bill also changes the share that farm 
income must be relative to total income from 50 percent of net to 66 percent of gross income or 
more. Additionally, it removes the dollar limitation for allowable non-farm income. Passed. 

Infrastructure Bills 
HB 1012 is the Department of Transportation’s budget. While it includes dollars for a state 
drivers license system project and facility maintenance dollars for Minot and Williston’s license 
facilities, it does decrease their staffing by 42 full-time employees. Passed. 
 
SB 1066, also known as the “Prairie Dog Bill,” provides infrastructure dollars for counties.  It also:  

• Removes all political subdivision funding currently under the 1/5th side of the formula 
(hub cities, hub city schools, additional schools in oil-producing counties) and adds them 
to the 4/5th side of the formula which currently contains the remainder of the political 
subdivision funding. 

• Removes the allocation of $5M per biennium to the Oil and Gas Impact Grant Fund. 
• Removes the allocation of $4M per biennium to the Energy Impact Grant Fund. 
• Adds separate funding allocations to the 4/5th side of the formula for pools to be set up 

for allocating set dollar amounts to hub cities, hub city schools, and additional school 
districts in oil-producing counties. These pools are to be funded by taking 30 percent of 
the required amounts from the allocations to the “over $5M counties” and the remaining 
70 percent from the state share. 

• Creates a new formula for determining the split of hub city and hub city school allocation 
among the qualifying hub cities and hub city schools. 

• Adjusts certain allocation of funds within the “over $5M counties.” Specifically, reduces 
the percentage going to townships from a total of 6 percent down to 4 percent. Also adds 
a separate allocation for hub city schools totaling 2 percent. 
 



The net effect of these changes is a ($9.3M) reduction to county allocations, a $1.3M increase to 
city allocations, a $3.7M increase to school allocations, a ($12.2M) reduction in township 
allocations, and a ($9M) reduction in special fund allocations. Passed. 

SB 2176 creates a road train pilot program study. According to the bill, the Department of 
Transportation shall establish the program, along with establishing the parameters and policies 
regarding the use of road trains on state highways, including designation of routes, hours of 
operation, and length and weight restrictions. Passed. 

Landowner Rights Bills 
SB 2037 creates parameters for radioactive waste permits; creates a process for public hearings 
and notices, and creates a radioactive waste advisory council. Passed. 
 
SB 2315 allows individuals to hunt or pursue game on land belonging to another without 
obtaining permission from the person legally entitled to grant permission, unless the land is 
designated as closed to hunters or open to hunters with permission under section 20.1-18-02 or 
the land is legally posted in accordance with section 20.1-01-17. The bill also creates an online 
database for hunters to use in order to find land that is open to hunters. Passed. 
 
SB 2345 limits the length of time that political subdivisions have to approve/reject an animal 
feeding operation to 60 days. It also gives animal feeding operations up to 5 years to start 
building a facility before it can be re-zoned. Passed. 
 
Mental Health 
SB 2026—This bill appropriates a minimum of $1,050,000 out of the General Fund to the 
Department of Human Services to establish and administer a voucher system for mental health. 
The voucher system would address underserved areas and gaps in the state's mental health 
system by allowing payment assistance to private mental health service providers. This would 
allow more individuals seeking mental health services to be treated in or closer to their 
community. The bill also sets requirements for private providers participating in the voucher 
program. The program would be effective beginning July 1, 2019, and ending June 30, 
2021. Failed. 
 
HB 1329 provided a $100,000 state grant to 211. The 211 hotline provides confidential listening 
and support to individuals looking for help. Call specialists are also trained in crisis intervention, 
including suicide intervention. Failed. 
 
Election and Initiated Measures 
HB 1035 dictates that a statement of the estimated fiscal impact of a constitutional amendment 
or initiated measure and a statement of the effect of a yes or no vote be printed on the ballot 
along with the measure’s language. Passed. 
 
HB 1036 adds “referred” measures to statute that requires Legislative Management to hold 
hearings on measures with fiscal impacts. Passed. 



HB 1521 adjusts the dollar amount of campaign donations that are reportable to account for 
inflation. Defines "ultimate and true source" of a contribution as a person who knowingly 
contributed over $200, adjusted for inflation, solely to influence a statewide election or an 
election for the legislative assembly. Finally, it allows for legal action if an individual believes 
another has failed to comply, resulting in civil penalty of $500 for offenders. Passed. 

SB 2033 provides drafting services for an initiated measure sponsoring committee to ensure the 
initiated measure conforms to Legislative Council form and style drafting guidelines. Passed. 
 
SB 2148 defines “ultimate and true source” the same as HB 1521. The bill also provides for a 
legislative study of Measure 1. Passed. 
 
SB 2324 creates a non-partisan committee for redistricting. Failed. 
 
Conservation 
SB 2054 removes the priority given to projects enhancing conservation practices for grants 
awarded from the Outdoor Heritage Fund. The bill also requires the Outdoor Heritage Fund 
advisory board to maintain “a geographic balance of members.” Failed. 
 
HB 1383 creates an Environmental Impact Mitigation Fund and an Environmental Impact 
Advisory Board. The bill requires that any payments made to mitigate adverse direct 
environmental, wildlife, or economic impacts of a proposed site be paid to the Agriculture 
Department and deposited into the Environmental Impact Mitigation Fund. North Dakota 
Farmers Union would have one member on the 17-member advisory board. Passed. 
 
School Makeups 
A number of bills were introduced on how schools make up time lost by inclement weather; 
ultimately, most of these bills failed. HB 1346 changes the required instructional time for schools 
from days to hours. The change would allow school districts greater flexibility for making up 
instructional time in the event of school delays or cancellations. The bill does not decrease the 
amount of instructional time students receive, but instead allows for more flexibility and local 
control for school districts when setting school calendars. Passed. 
 
Resolutions 
HCR 3007 proposes an initiated measure for submission to the people of North Dakota. The 
resolution dictates that citizens that would like to submit a measure for the ballot must first 
submit it to the Legislative Assembly. It must be signed by 25 or more electors as sponsors (one 
of whom must be designated as chairman of the sponsoring committee) and must be presented 
to a member of the Legislative Assembly. The legislator shall submit the proposal to the 
Legislative Council to prepare a measure that satisfies the intended purpose of the sponsoring 
committee. The sponsoring committee shall submit a petition with the prepared measure to the 
Secretary of State for approval as to form. An initiative petition for a measure to be submitted to 
the Legislative Assembly must be submitted to the Secretary of State not fewer than 120 days 
before the legislative session in which the measure will be submitted for consideration. If a 



majority of votes cast upon an initiated or a referred measure are affirmative, the measure is 
deemed enacted. The resolution has not been acted on. 

HCR 3010 raises the votes needed to pass a constitutional measure from majority of votes cast 
to 60 percent of votes cast. The resolution has not been acted on. 

SCR 4001 revises the North Dakota constitution to require initiated constitutional measures 
approved by voters also be approved by the two subsequent legislative assemblies before 
becoming effective. Passed. 
 
SCR 4013 directs Legislative Management to study the issues of access and distribution of food 
in rural communities and the role of state entities in facilitating the movement of food to 
rural areas. Passed. 
 


