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Unfair Practices and Undue Preferences in Violation of the Packers and Stockyards Act 
 
North Dakota Farmers Union (NDFU) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the 
Department of Agriculture's (USDA) Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards Administration 
(GIPSA), Packers and Stockyards Program (P&SP) proposal to amend the regulations issued under 
the Packers and Stockyards Act, 1921, as amended and supplemented (P&S Act), also known as 
the “Farmer Fair Practice Rules.”  NDFU represents more than 40,000 farm and ranch families and 
their energy and agriculture supply cooperatives.  We are the largest general farm organization in 
North Dakota, a state leading the way in renewable fuels production, market acceptance, and 
use.  NDFU’s policy positions are developed by our members, which have long advocated to 
protect farmers and ranchers from unfair contracts and other anti-competitive practices.  
 
Family farmers and ranchers have long endured concentrated markets that have made it difficult 
to earn a profit.  Currently, just four companies control 85 percent of the beef market, 74 percent 
of the pork market, and more than half of the poultry market.  The Packers and Stockyards Act 
was written to address abuses by major livestock and poultry meatpackers. The Farmer Fair 
Practices Rules are a clarification of that Act, and further defines what those practices or 
preferences are.   
 
With just a handful of companies controlling the livestock and poultry markets, individual 
participants in the markets become price takers and have virtually no control over the prices they 
are paid or, in many cases, the way they raise their animals. As agricultural markets continue to 
become more consolidated, it is important for family farmers and ranchers to have protections 
against anti-competitive and unfair conditions. 
 
USDA has tried for years to implement these rules. Their implementation will go a long way to 
make sure that farmers and ranchers can continue to operate with basic protections under the 
law. Thank you for the opportunity to submit our position. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
NORTH DAKOTA FARMERS UNION 


